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Applicant's response filed 05 January 2004, has been carefully considered. In view 
of the response including amendment filed the objection to claim 46 is withdrawn. 

Claims 25-28, 32, 33 and 35-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. "Coating" claimed as such is 
indefinite and misdescriptive. Ex Parte Scott, 66 USPQ 371. In accordance with the 
response and discussion therein, for purposes of examination, these claims have been 
provisionally construed as drawn to a coating composition. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the 
date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 25-28, 32-35, 38-43, 45 and 48-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by US Patent 5958589. 

The reference teaches a process of encapsulating a substances such as 
pharmaceuticals and fragrances (column 2, line 32) using a foamed starch product formed 
by increasing the pressure and temperature of a starch dispersion followed by release of the 
pressure evaporating the liquid to form a cellular structure. (See column 6). The products 
may be produced in the form of spheres. The term "fabric care", for example, composition 
fails to distinguish the instant claims over the prior art. "Fabric care" is defined only by the 
intended use of the composition and doesn't exclude the compositions of the reference. 
Furthermore, known products such as Unilever's Comfort Refresh 8 are designated by the 
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manufacture as "fabric conditioners" and appear to be fragrance compositions. There is no 
evidence of record that the terms "fabric care composition", "fabric conditioning 
composition" or "cleaning composition" exclude the examples of the reference. Finally, even 
if the compounds of the prior art did not fall within the scope of any of these three terms, 
the patent explicitly teaches any chemical substance, liquid or solid, may be encapsulated in 
the patented invention. Any of "fabric care composition", "fabric conditioning composition" 
or "cleaning composition" fall within that definition and there is no showing that the use of 
one within the encapsulant of the prior art would exhibit any results not expected by one of 
ordinary skill in the art. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 36 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US Patent 5958589, as applied above, in view of GB 1084301. 

The limitations introduced with claims 36 and 37 include addition of a plasticizer such 
as glycerol. GB 1084301 teach the addition of glycerol to foamed starch coatings to 
plasticize the products. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to add 
a plasticizer such as glycerol to the composition of US 5958589 because the GB reference 
teaches it is known to plasticize starch foams. 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until 
after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory 
period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no 
event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David M Brunsman whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1365. The examiner can normally be reached on M, W, F, Sa; 6:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Bell can be reached on 571-272-1362. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 
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